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On Your Ballot This Fall

On November 2™, 2010, lowa’s voters will have a historic opportunity to establish a constitutionally
protected trust fund to protect and enhance lowa’s natural resources and outdoor recreational op-
portunities. The proposed Natural Resources & Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund would create a reli-
able and consistent funding source for water quality initiatives, soil conservation practices on our
agricultural lands, wetland restorations to prevent future flooding, and enhancement of lowa’s rec-
reational opportunities.

The IWILL Ballot Issue is a result of several years of research and legislative work. A Legislative Ad-
visory Committee was formed in 2006 to explore the current and future funding needs for conserva-
tion and recreation activities in lowa. The committee estimated that it would cost approximately
$150 million additional dollars to meet lowa’s water quality and natural resource needs. In 2008 &
2009, over 90% of lowa’s Legislators voted in favor of allowing the constitutional amendment to be
placed on the 2010 ballot for a vote of the people.

A vote for lowa’s Water and Land Legacy Amendment is a vote to establish a constitutionally pro-
tected trust fund — it is not a vote for a tax increase. If approved, funding will come from allocating
3/8ths of one cent from sales tax revenue the next time the lowa Legislature raises the state’s sale
tax.

lowa is blessed with a beautiful landscape of prairies, woodlands, agricultural lands, rivers, streams,
wetlands and a wide variety of outdoor recreational opportunities. Unfortunately, lowa ranks 47" out
of the 50 states for per capita state funding for our natural resources. The creation of the Natural
Resource and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund will provide a permanent and consistent funding vehi-
cle for enhancement of lowa’s natural resources for many generations to come.

If the amendment is successful, lowa will join Missouri, Arkansas, and Minnesota as states that
have approved constitutional amendments to dedicate funding for natural resources.

Ballot L anguage:

Shall the following amendment to the Constitution be adopted?
Yes
No

#1 lowa' s Water & Land L egacy Amendment.

“ Adopts lowa’s Water & Land Legacy amendment to the lowa Constitution
. . which creates a dedicated trust fund for the purpose of protecting and en-
For more info. on IWILL go to: hancing water quality and natural areasin the State, including parks, trails,
www.lowaConservation2010.0org and fish and wildlife habitat, and conserving agricultural soilsin this state.”




Calendar of Events 2010

Nov. 7 Friends Banquet

5:00 pm at Kennedy Park’s Heun shelter
Enjoy the friendship of like-minded conservation friends at &=
the annual banquet for the Friends of Webster County " T
Conservation. The program will feature the Great Places
project that became a new designation for Webster County this fall. A steak dinner will start the
evening, followed with a program, a short meeting, and door prizes. Banquet cost is $8 for the
meal. Children 12 & under are $ 4.

Friends members are encouraged (but of course)...... to bring a friend!!! Anyone may attend; simply
call or email so we have enough food. 576-4258 or khansen@webstercountyia.org

Dec. 4-5,10-12,17-19 Lights At Kennedy —

2 \
6—9:30 pm at Kennedy Park campground :( 1™ Q
Drive thru the Kennedy Park campground and enjoy Sertoma-sponsored O Q @
lighting displays.

€

Dec. 11 Winter Festival

5—8 pm at Kennedy Park’s Heun shelter
Ride a hayrack to the light displays in the campground, cross country ski or snowshoe around the
park on groomed trails, and enjoy other fun activities. This event is geared for all ages and lots of
family fun.

Cross Country Skiing and Snowshoeing

Saturdays— Dec. 18, Jan. 8, Feb. 12

10 am — 3 pm at Kennedy Park
Enjoy a day of cross country skiing and snowshoeing on groomed trails around Kennedy Park.

Ski & Snowshoe Rental policy—To rent cross-country skis sets and snowshoes, rent-
ers must pick them up no later than 4:00 pm on Friday and returned no later than 4:00 pm the fol-
lowing Monday at the Kennedy Park Reception Center office. This period may be extended for long
holiday weekends (Christmas, New Year’s, etc.) Exceptions must be approved in advance by the
naturalists.

Rental fees (paid at the time of check-out) are as follows:

Kids under 18 with a parent FREE
Cross country ski package (skis, boots, & or poles) $ 10.00 / weekend
Snowshoes (pair) $ 10.00 / weekend

A deposit of $100 per set of skis or snowshoes must also be paid at the time of reservation. It will
be refunded when the gear is returned promptly, without damage and in clean condition.

No advanced reservations will be taken. All equipment will be loaned out on a first-come, first-
served basis. WCCB staff has the right to refuse rental.




The Scenic River Valleys of Webster & Hamilton Counties
are Recognized as lowa’s Newest Great Place!

After ten months of hard work and collaboration of over fifty public and private partnerships,
Webster & Hamilton Counties and Fort Dodge & Webster City have been selected as an lowa
Great Place!

The Great Places Program is a project developed by the lowa Department of Cultural Affairs.
The program encourages communities to celebrate their unique aspects and to create projects
that will enhance their area to promote tourism. Communities that are selected as “great places”
celebrate diversity and work together to accomplish common goals.

The scenic Des Moines and Boone River Valleys have shaped the history and culture of the
communities in North Central lowa. Our Great Places Vision is about the celebration of the river
valleys, the important role they played in shaping our communities, and the significant influence
they will have on the future of our region.

Today, the landscape of our two-county region is dominated by intense, row crop agriculture.
The common thread that links us together is the scenic river corridor. This corridor is a vital link
for the citizens and visitors of lowa to interact with our natural resources. Our projects will focus
on the “quality of life” benefits that are associated with our rivers through recreation and environ-
mental education.

Our ultimate goal is to encourage land stewardship and environmental awareness through rec-
reation. We will accomplish this goal by shedding our “political boundaries” and market our river
valley as a “recreation destination” for North Central lowa. Collectively, we offer thousands of
acres for public recreation, a wide variety of arts and culture, and entertainment for everyone to
enjoy.

The region will be working on the following projects during the 3-5 year designation period: trail
expansion along the Des Moines Riverfront, enhancement of the OHV Park, regional marketing
of the areas recreational opportunities, a convention center at Briggs Woods Park, and Learning
Center at Brushy Creek State Recreation Area.

Webster & Hamilton Counties join the ranks of Coon Rapids, Dubuque, Decorah, Spencer,
Sioux City, Mason City and twenty other communities that share the designation as an lowan
Great Place.

Thanks to everyone that supported this process! The award is a great example of regional coop-
eration!!



Boone Forks Woodland Bird Conservation Area

Fogeee ‘s Bird Conserpertion dreas

On September 25, 2010 the Boone Forks Bird Conservation

"E:ml ****** Ei“ ______ Area was officially dedicated at the Prairie Resource Center.
4 T =« %="" | Bird Conservation Areas (BCA) are part of a nationwide ini-
o w0 | tiative to protect dwindling populations of many birds. Within

the last two decades, alarming declines in a large number of
- 1 T species of North American birds have led to the emergence

e . of national and international programs dedicated to the con-
e servation of game and non-game birds. In 2001, the lowa
Beo = {'“““' DNR Wildlife Bureau established the Bird Conservation Area
& et e A et . (BCA) program. The Boone Forks BCA is lowa'’s 16th one

dedicated so far.

Establishing Bird Conservation Areas in lowa is a priority for DNR’s Wildlife Diversity Program. The
program recognizes that sustaining viable bird populations requires habitat conservation at a large
landscape level. A model BCA encompasses at least 10,000 acres and includes a combination of
well-managed public and private lands.

Diversity is the key to a healthy ecosystem. The oak-hickory woodlands that dominate the uplands
of the Boone Forks area also promote several hundred species of prairie forbs and grasses. Ap-
proximately 130 bird species inhabit the Boone Forks woodlands and at least 100 additional bird
species use the area during migration. The variety of habitats provides for a large diversity of ani-
mals including bobcat, river otter, badger, and southern flying squirrel. The Boone River in some
segments holds rare fish like western silvery minnow and Topeka shiner, along with a number of de-
clining mussel species.

Kennedy Park Natural Playscape

Imagine a place where children can hang out in a wickiup, hide in grass, build stuff out of rocks, and
dam up water. This type of play stimulates the imagination and creates greater sensory experi-
ences. A “natural playscape” is a play area constructed using natural materials such as logs, sticks,
rocks, trees, dirt, water, plants, grasses, etc. The play area would avoid treated lumber, metal, plas-
tics, concrete, and “how to use” signs.

Explore features like tall grass prairie, wickiup village, glacial rock pile, land of the logs, artifact dig,
bridge to the beyond, waterfall,
creative carvings.

The conceptual drawing is intended
to give a general idea of what the
goal is for this area. The location
will be north of the existing play-
ground at Kennedy Park. The time-
line for completion is yet to be de-
termined and will depend on fund-
ing sources available in the coming
years.




