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NOVEMBER 2014 

A Newsletter for Employees of Webster County, IA 

WELCOME  

NEW 

EMPLOYEES! 
 

 

JAIL: 

Amber Gartin 

Transport Officer 

 

Laura Gurnett 

Transport Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOB OPENINGS 
 

Webster County has the 

following positions open: 

 

Dental Hygienist, 

Public Health 

 

Asst. County Attorney, 

County Atty. Office 

 

Typist Advanced, 

Child Support Recovery 
 

Refer to the county’s 

website under the Human 

Resources tab for details! 

Noon Sertoma’s Lights at Kennedy 
Be sure to take a drive through Kennedy Park next month to enjoy Noon 

Sertoma’s 11th annual Lights at Kennedy event! During three weekends 

in December (Dec. 6-7, 12-14 and 19-21) from 6:30pm to 9:30pm each 

night,  Kennedy Park’s campground will once again shine with the glow of thousands of lights 

as Fort Dodge and the surrounding communities drive through and observe the displays built by 

local businesses and groups. You may enjoy the light displays by various organizations and 

businesses for $5 / vehicle. New additions include Santa on Saturday nights and a live Nativity 

Scene on Sundays. As in the past few years, we would like to apply all net proceeds from this 

year’s event to our Backpack Buddies program, which has begun to receive tremendous support 

from the community. The public will vote for their favorite display (1 ballot per vehicle).  

Help Webster County give back to the community! This year the 

Caring and Sharing Program will run for 3 weeks, November 

24th – December 12th. Items will be collected during this time 

to help support the following organizations/programs: 

 Butler Blast After School Program: This program’s funding 

was cut and they are definitely “doing more with less” each 

year; this programs kids have higher standardized test scores than the other kids at Butler 

and higher than the rest of the students in the school system. 

 Butler Blast Wish List: Books, Pens - Pencils - Pencil Sharpeners - Erasers, Sidewalk 

Chalk, Dry Erase Markers, Poster Board, Paint Brushes - Craft Paint, Glue Sticks, Markers 

- Crayons - Colored Pencils, Coloring Books - Sketch Pads - Mad Lib Books - Activity 

Books, Playing Cards/Card Games, Puzzles (100 - 500 piece) - Board Games, Construc-

tion Paper, Stencils 

 The Lord’s Cupboard: This program serves the Webster County area with their clients 

ranging from families with young children to the elderly. A focus is being placed on not 

only the staples but nutritious and economical meal planning. 

 The Lord’s Cupboard Wish List: Oil, Flour, Pancake Mix, Cereal, Rice, Pasta, Instant 

Potatoes, Box Meal Starters (Hamburger, Chicken or Tuna Helper), Canned Meats, Sea-

sonings (Taco Seasoning, Salt, Pepper, Chili Powder, Onion Powder, etc.), Taco Shells, 

Pizza Sauce, Pizza Crust Mix, Condiments 

Collection boxes will be located at the Public Heath Department, Sheriff’s Department, Con-

servation Department, CPC Office, each floor of the courthouse, County Attorney Office, and 

at the County Maintenance Shed. We encourage each department to accept the challenge or 

even challenge another department to collect the most items. The winning department will re-

ceive an award at the end of the program! 

Caring and Sharing Program 
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Get to Know... 

When you were young, what was your favorite 

TV show? 

The Big Valley 

What would you do with a million dollars? 

Buy farm land 

What was the last book you read? 

Green Eggs and Ham - to my grandchildren :) 

Who is a person in history you’d like to meet? 

Jesus and Abraham Lincoln 

What makes you laugh? 

The antics of kittens 

What is your all-time favorite snack? 

M&Ms 

What chore do you secretly enjoy doing? 

Mowing 

If you could choose one super power to have, 

what would it be? 

Travel anywhere I want at the snap of my fingers 

Has someone ever given you advice that you 

passed along to someone else? 

Find out what you like doing best—and get some-

one to pay you for doing it 

Favorite birthday present as a kid? 

My pony, Flair 

All expenses paid, where would you go? 

Italy 

ALLISON  

RIPPERGER 

Computer Program-

mer, MIS Dept. 
 

Years at Webster Co. =  30 

 

Married to Steve, a farmer and cattle producer. I have 

two children—Andrea lives in Bradgate, has 3 kids and 

is a teacher; Audra lives in Norwalk and is a dental hy-

gienist. I enjoy my pets—a herd of farm cats, a horse 

and a housecat. I plan to get a pony, a goat and maybe 

an alpaca. I like to read, crochet, sew and garden. 

We would like to recognize the following employees 

for their years of service to Webster County as of 

Nov. 2014. We’re very fortunate to have all of you! 

We appreciate your service, loyalty and dedication. 

34 years:  Galen Friedrich, Secondary Roads 

24 years:   Cindy Knickerbocker, Conservation 

14 years: Jamie Johll, Engineer Office 

10 years: Jesse Becker, Secondary Roads 

  7 years: Angela Roderick, Engineer Office 

  Cathy Casey, Community Services 

  6 years: Joel Witte, Sheriff’s Office 

  Shelly Escobedo, County Attorney 

  4 years: Linda Kerwin, Public Health 

  Dean Peterson, Secondary Roads 

  2 years: Sarah Feldmann, Community Services 

    1 year: Brad Spencer, Secondary Roads 

  Ashley Guthrie, Jail 

  Susan Timmerman, Public Health  

 

Allyson Been, Public Health, and hus-

band Kevin welcomed daughter Harper 

Elaine on November 8th. She was 18 

inches  long and weighed 6 lbs. 5 oz. 
Congratulations! 
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The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration has  an-

nounced a final rule requiring employers to notify OSHA when an employee is killed on the 

job or suffers a work-related hospitalization, amputation or loss of an eye. The rule, which also 

updates the list of employers partially exempt from OSHA record-keeping requirements, will 

go into effect on Jan. 1, 2015, for workplaces under federal OSHA jurisdiction. 

“The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 4,405 workers were killed on the job in 2013. 

We can and must do more to keep America's workers safe and healthy," said U.S. Secretary of 

Labor Thomas E. Perez. "Workplace injuries and fatalities are absolutely preventable, and 

these new requirements will help OSHA focus its resources and hold employers accountable for preventing them."  

Under the revised rule, employers will be required to notify OSHA of work-related fatalities within eight hours, and work

-related in-patient hospitalizations, amputations or losses of an eye within 24 hours. Previously, OSHA's regulations re-

quired an employer to report only work-related fatalities and in-patient hospitalizations of three or more employees. Re-

porting single hospitalizations, amputations or loss of an eye was not required under the previous rule. 

All employers covered by the Occupational Safety and Health Act, even those who are exempt from maintaining injury 

and illness records, are required to comply with OSHA's new severe injury and illness reporting requirements. To assist 

employers in fulfilling these requirements, OSHA is developing a Web portal for employers to report incidents electroni-

cally, in addition to the phone reporting options.   

For more information about the new rule, visit OSHA's website athttp://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping2014.As always, it 

is important to report all work-related injuries to your supervisor and also to the Company Nurse Hotline at 1-888-770-

0928. Please notify the Human Resources office immediately if any injuries are severe.     

         -www.safetymanagementgroup.com 

Safety Spotlight: OSHA’s New Req. for Reporting Severe Injuries 

Schedule of Events 

 12/2—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/9—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/12—Webster County Christmas Social at 

Moose Lodge, 4:30pm 

 12/16—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/23—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/24—Christmas Eve, 1/2 day or full day County 

Holiday depending on dept.  

 12/25—Christmas Day, County Holiday 

 12/26—Additional County Holiday (approved 11-

25-14 at Board meeting) 

 12/30—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/31—New Year’s Eve 

Nov-Dec 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Public Health Offers Additional Flu Clinic 
Don’t let a nasty bug ruin your holiday season! The Webster County Public Health Department will be 

hosting a flu clinic for County Employees and their family members: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 

26th, 1:00PM TO 6:00PM, WEBSTER COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH, NORTHWEST BANK BUILD-

ING-LOWER LEVEL. This is BY APPOINTMENT only and appointments can be made by calling 573-

4107 and scheduling with Jamie. There is no school scheduled this day. Any questions, please contact 

Tricia Nichols, RN at 515-573-4107.  
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1) The First TV Dinner Was Thanksgiving Leftovers—In 1953, someone at Swanson 

severely overestimated the amount of turkey Americans would consume that Thanksgiv-

ing. With 260 tons of frozen birds to get rid of, a company salesman named Gerry Thom-

as ordered 5,000 aluminum trays, recruited an assembly line of women armed with spatu-

las and ice-cream scoops and began creating mini-feasts of turkey, dressing, pea and 

sweet potatoes—creating the first ever TV dinner. Thomas later said he got the idea from 

neatly packaged airplane food. 

2) FDR Tried to Change the Date—FDR learned the hard way not to mess with some 

traditions. In 1939, the President declared that Americans should celebrate the annual 

feast one week early, hoping the decision would spur retail sales during the Great De-

pression. But Americans did not react kindly to the New Deal meal. Some took to the 

streets while others took to name-calling; the mayor of Atlantic City solved the contro-

versy by declaring his residents would simply enjoy two meals—Thanksgiving and “Franksgiving.” After two years of 

squabbling, Congress adopted a resolution in 1941 setting the 4th Thursday of November as the legal holiday. 

3) Mary Had a Little Thanksgiving Obsession—The woman who wrote the classic nursery rhyme “Mary Had a Little 

Lamb” also played an integral role in making Thanksgiving a national holiday. After a 17-year letter-writing campaign, 

magazine editor Sara Josepha Hale finally convinced President Abraham Lincoln to issue an 1863 decree recognizing the 

historic tradition. 

4) We Eat a Lot of Turduckens—Thanks to the culinary genius of Louisiana (or Wyoming or SC—each region has 

staked its claim), more and more Americans are forsaking Butterballs for Turduckens. A what? Picture this: a turkey 

stuffed with a duck stuffed with a chicken. It’s like a Russian nesting doll only with poultry. One store in Louisiana claims 

to ship more than 5,000 Turduckens the week before the feast. 

5) There’s Debate Over Which President First Pardoned a Turkey—The annual white house tradition of pardoning a 

turkey before Thanksgiving began in 1947, when President Harry Truman took pity on one lucky fowl. Other historians 

say the practice began during the 1860s, when Abraham Lincoln granted a pardon to a pet turkey belonging to his son, 

Tad. The tradition may alleviate some of America’s guilt, but it doesn’t stop us from slaughtering more than 46 million 

turkeys for the holiday. 

6) Thanksgiving Was Meant to Be a Fast—Thanksgiving was initially meant to be a fast, not a feast. The devout settlers 

at Plymouth Rock mostly recognized “giving of thanks” in the form of prayer and abstaining from food. But the Wampa-

noag Indians, who joined the pilgrims for their 3-day celebration, contributed their own harvest traditions—dancing, games 

and feasting—from their ancient festival, Nickommoh, meaning “to give away” or “exchange.” 

7) Thanksgiving Was Once Celebrated in London—In 1942, London’s Westminster Abbey held Thanksgiving services 

for U.S troops stationed in England. More than 3,500 soldiers filled the church’s pews to sing America, the Beautiful and 

The Star-Spangled Banner—the first time in the church’s 900-year history that a foreign army was invited to take over the 

grounds. It was an ironic gesture given the holiday’s origins as a festival for pilgrims fleeing religious tyranny in Britain. 

8) Thanksgiving Was a Slow-Roasting Holiday—While the first Thanksgiving was held in 1621, it would take more 

than 150 years before all 13 colonies celebrated Thanksgiving at once, in October 1777. In 1789, George Washington 

hailed the holiday, while President Thomas Jefferson scoffed at the notion, calling Thanksgiving “the most ridiculous idea” 

ever conceived. For his part, Benjamin Franklin had such an affinity for turkey that he lobbied to make it the national bird 

(to no avail). 

9) There Are Three Towns Named Turkey—Three towns have been named after the holiday’s starring player—Turkey, 

TX, Turkey Creek, LA and Turkey, NC—each with less than 500 residents. Legend has it that the pheasant’s name came 

from the wayward traveler Christopher Columbus, who thought he was in India when he arrived in “The New World” and, 

hence, dubbed the pheasant a “tuka”, an Indian term for peacock. The name stuck. 

10) The Detroit Lions Always Play on Thanksgiving—Thanksgiving is ruled by two very powerful f-words: “food” and 

“football.” Nearly as old as the sport itself, the tradition of watching football on Thanksgiving began in 1876, when the 

newly formed American Intercollegiate Football Association held its first championship game. Less than a decade later, 

more than 5,000 club, college and high school football teams held games on Thanksgiving, with match-ups between 

Princeton and Yale drawing more than 40,000 fans out from their dining rooms. 1934 marked the first NFL game held on 

Thanksgiving when the Detroit Lions took on the Chicago Bears. The Lions have played on Thanksgiving ever since—

except, of course, when the team was called away to serve during World War II.    - M. J. Stephey, TIME Magazine 

 The Top 10 Things You Didn’t Know About Thanksgiving 


