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NOVEMBER 2015 

A Newsletter for Employees of Webster County, IA 

WELCOME  

NEW 

EMPLOYEES! 
 

 

Nancy Vasquez 

Interpreter 
 

JoAnn Alvarez 

Correctional Officer 
 

Austin Pohl 

Correctional Officer 
 

Stacy Underwood 

Correctional Officer 

 

 

JOB OPENINGS 
 

Webster County has the 

following positions open: 

 

1st Five Healthy     

Mental Development 

Coordinator, 

Public Health 

 
 

Refer to the county’s 

website under the Human 

Resources tab for details! 

Noon Sertoma’s Lights at Kennedy 

Be sure to take a drive through Kennedy Park next month to enjoy Noon 

Sertoma’s 12th annual Lights at Kennedy event! During three weekends 

in December (Dec. 5-6, 11-13 and 18-20) from 6:00pm to 9:00pm each 

night, Kennedy Park’s campground will once again shine with the glow of 

thousands of lights as Fort Dodge and the surrounding communities drive through and observe 

the displays built by local businesses and groups. You may enjoy the light displays by various 

organizations and businesses for $5 / vehicle. New additions include Santa on Friday and Sat-

urday nights and a live Nativity Scene on Sundays. As in the past few years, we would like to 

apply all net proceeds from this year’s event to our Backpack Buddies program, which has 

begun to receive tremendous support from the community and other Sertoma projects. The 

public will vote for their favorite display (1 ballot per vehicle).  

Help Webster County give back to the community! This year the 

Caring and Sharing Program will run for 2.5 weeks, November 

30th – December 16th. Items will be collected during this time 

to help support the following organizations/programs: 

 Almost Home Animal Shelter 

 Almost Home Wish List: Pine Sol, Bleach and 13 gallon 

garbage bags. These are three items that the shelter uses every day! 

 The Lord’s Cupboard: This program serves the Webster County area with their clients 

ranging from families with young children to the elderly. A focus is being placed on not 

only the staples but nutritious and economical meal planning. 

 The Lord’s Cupboard Wish List: Oil, Flour, Pancake Mix, Cereal, Rice, Pasta, Instant 

Potatoes, Box Meal Starters (Hamburger, Chicken or Tuna Helper), Canned Meats, Sea-

sonings (Taco Seasoning, Salt, Pepper, Chili Powder, Onion Powder, etc.), Taco Shells, 

Pizza Sauce, Pizza Crust Mix, Condiments 

Collection boxes will be located at the Public Heath Department, Sheriff’s Department, Con-

servation Department, CPC Office, each floor of the courthouse, County Attorney Office, and 

at the County Maintenance Shed. Thank you for helping us help others! 

Caring and Sharing Program 

Webster County Christmas Social Planned 
Please join us at the Webster County Christmas Social! Meet us at 4:30pm on Friday, Decem-

ber 11th at the Banquet Center next to Rides Bar and Grill. Food and entertainment will be 

provided by the Webster County Vending Committee. 
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Get to Know... 

When you were young, what was your favorite 

TV show? 

Nickelodeon game shows, Legends of the Hidden 

Temple and Double Dare 

What was the last book you read? 

Play Their Hearts Out, by Greg Dohrmann—it’s 

about youth sports & I would highly recommend it 

What is the farthest you have traveled and what 

did you do there? 

I went to Baden Baden, Germany as a junior in 

high school as part of an exchange program 

What makes you laugh? 

The Cyclones 

What movie can you watch over and over 

again? 

Forrest Gump 

Beach, country or city? 

Beach—specifically St. Pete Beach, Florida 

What is your all-time favorite snack? 

Chocolate chip cookie dough—and the cookies too 

What would you do with a million dollars? 

Buy a vacation home in Florida and spend lots of 

time watching baseball, and go to Disney World 

If money was never an object, what would you 

have studied in school? 

Sports broadcasting—I actually did study it at 

Drake before going to law school; I would love to 

be a full time sports broadcaster 

BRAD  

McINTYRE 
 

Attorney,               

Webster County      

Attorney’s Office 
 

Years at Webster Co. = 1   
 

My wife Kaitlyn and I have been married for 

three years.  She teaches at Fort Dodge Senior 

High.  We have a dog named Zobe.  I enjoy acting 

with Hawkeye Community Theatre, the Iowa 

Hawkeyes, and the Tampa Bay Rays.  

We would like to recognize the following employees 

for their years of service to Webster County as of 

Nov. 2015. We’re very fortunate to have all of you! 

We appreciate your service, loyalty and dedication. 

35 years:  Galen Friedrich, Secondary Roads 

15 years: Jamie Johll, Engineer Office 

11 years: Jesse Becker, Secondary Roads 

  8 years: Angela Roderick, Engineer Office 

  7 years: Joel Witte, Sheriff’s Office 

  Shelly Escobedo, County Attorney 

  5 years: Linda Kerwin, Public Health 

  Dean Peterson, Secondary Roads 

  3 years: Sarah Feldmann, Community Services 

  2 years: Brad Spencer, Secondary Roads 

  Ashley Guthrie, Jail 

     Susan Timmerman, Public Health 

   1 year: Amber Gartin, Jail Transport  

 

Ryan Baldridge, 1st Assistant County 

Attorney,, and wife Meghan welcomed 

daughter Emma Grace on October 30th. 

She was 21 inches  long and weighed 8 

lbs. 7.7 oz. 

Congratulations! 
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1. Install Carbon Monoxide detectors and smoke alarms; put fresh batteries in all detectors. 

2. Be careful what information you post on Social Media regarding holiday travels. 

3. Do not burn wrapping paper. The best way to dispose of it is to simply throw it away. 

4. Ensure age-appropriate toys for visiting guests’ children. 

5. Try using flameless candles to prevent fires. 

6. Handle and prepare food safely to avoid food-borne illness. 

7. Never leave your stove unattended while cooking; turn pot handles 

toward the wall. 

8. Never let family or friends drink and drive. 

9. Avoid displaying holiday gifts in front of doors and windows. 

10. Wash your hands thoroughly and often. 

11. Do not overload outlets with too many decorations or devices. 

12. Prevent trips and falls by keeping cords safely along walls and out of doorways and high traffic areas. 

13. Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything that can burn—decorations, trees, gifts and curtains. 

14. Before use, inspect all electrical lights, decorations, and extension cords for damage. 

15. Share your family fire escape plan with overnight guests. 

Safety Spotlight:  

Top 10 Safety and Security Tips for the Holiday Season 

Schedule of Events 

 12/1—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/8—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/11—Webster County Christmas Social at 

Banquet Center (next to Rides), 4:30pm 

 12/15—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/22—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/24—Christmas Eve, 1/2 day or full day 

County Holiday depending on dept.  

 12/25—Christmas Day, County Holiday 

 12/29—Board of Supervisors Meeting, 10am 

 12/31—New Year’s Eve 

Nov-Dec 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Forget to get a flu shot? 
Prepare yourself and family for the upcoming flu season. Get your flu shot at the Webster County Health Department. 

Weekdays from 2pm-4pm at our location: Webster County Health Department, 723 1st Avenue South (west side of 

building). Cost is $25. All insurances including Medicare and Medicaid as well as Cash and Check will be accepted.   

For more information contact the Webster County Health Department at 573-4107. 
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1. According to the Butterball corporation, they recommend that you thaw a wrapped tur-

key in the refrigerator how long per 4 pounds of bird? One Day per 4 Lbs. 

2. Thanksgiving is celebrated only in the United States. True or False? False, Canada also 

celebrates Thanksgiving 

3. The first department store to hold a Thanksgiving parade was: Gimbel's 

4. What is the name of the famous rock credited to where the pilgrims first landed? Plym-

outh Rock 

5. Butterball says that once the turkey is done, you should let it stand for 15 minutes before 

serving. Why? To let the stuffing cool a bit before you take it out. 

6. The Indians who were invited to the Thanksgiving feast were? The Wampanoag tribe. 

7. What was the name of the ship the pilgrims came over on? Mayflower 

8. Thanksgiving became a national holiday thanks to this woman who was an editor of a woman's magazine called "The 

Godey's Lady's Book". Who was she? Sarah Hale hand wrote letters to Congress for years to establish Thanksgiving 

9. Which President was the first to establish Thanksgiving as a legal national holiday to be held the 4th Thursday in No-

vember? Franklin D. Roosevelt 

10. In Canada, they celebrate Thanksgiving in what month? October- the second Monday in October 

11. The term "Cornucopia" means what? Horn of Plenty 

12. What part of the turkey is saved and snapped as a superstitious good luck custom? Wishbone 

13. Which President moved Thanksgiving up one week to help stimulate the Christmas shopping economy? 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

14. Captain John Smith founded what colony in Virginia? Jamestown 

15. True or False- The pilgrims took beer with them on their voyage. True, in fact John Alden was a cooper who 

made the barrels 

16. The town of Plymouth, Massachusetts celebrates this on December 11 every year: Forefather's Day, in honor 

of the people who founded Plymouth colony in 1769. 

17. True or False- The real Plymouth rock is cracked: True. Cracked during the revolutionary war. 

18. True or False- Indian corn is for decoration purposes only and not for cooking. True, it is very a very hard va-

riety of corn. 

19. In what year did the first Macy's Thanksgiving parade take place? 1924 

20. Butterball says the best place to put the meat thermometer in the turkey is: Thigh 

21. WHY is the male turkey often referred to as "Tom Turkey?" After Thomas Jefferson, because Jefferson was 

opposed to the idea of a turkey as our national bird. 

22. It is believed that how many pilgrim women survived to celebrate the first Thanksgiving in 1621? Five. And 

all five women served the meal. 

23. The first Thanksgiving in 1621 was believed to have lasted how many days? 3 days 

24. Every year the President of the US pardons a turkey and it goes to a public farm called Frying Pan Park, 

Herndon, VA. Which president is believed to be the first to pardon a turkey and start this annual tradition? 

President Harry Truman in 1947 

25. Before being harvested and sold, an individual cranberry must bounce at least how many inches high to 

make sure they aren't too ripe? 4 inches 

26. The busiest travel day of the year is: The Friday after Thanksgiving 

27. Which balloon was the first balloon in the 1927 Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade: Felix the Cat 

28. True or False- Turkeys can drown if they look up in the rain. True 

29. True or false- The following towns with "turkey" in their names, are really towns in the United States. Tur-

key, Texas, Turkey Creek, Louisiana, Turkey, North Carolina and Turkey Feather, New Mexico. False. There 

is no Turkey Feather, New Mexico. All others towns are correct. 

30. True or false- Historians have proven that the pilgrims didn't really wear those funny hats and buckles on 

their shoes. True. No one knows how the pilgrim imagery began. 

31. The longest balloon in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade is, but of course: Superman. 

32. Back in the early 1600's, the pilgrims didn't have which this utensil to eat their Thanksgiving meal with? 

Forks, they had not been invented yet. 

33. How many pilgrims were on the Mayflower? 102 

34. Of the original 102 pilgrims that came, approximately how many survived to celebrate the first Thanksgiv-

ing? 50 

Family Friendly Thanksgiving Trivia Questions 


